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take place, nor would he have given you at this trial the power 5 of acquitting as well as that of condemning. But it seems to me that Cnaeus Pompeius not only delivered no decision at all unfavorable to Milo, but that he .also pointed out what you ought to turn your attention to in deciding. For he who did not * assign a punishment to the confession, but required a defence of it, he clearly thought that what was inquired into was the cause of the death, and not the mere fact of the death. Now he himself shall tell us whether what he did of his own accord was done out of regard for Publius Clodius, or from a compliance with the times.
A most noble man, a bulwark, and in those times, indeed, almost a protector of the Senate, the uncle of this our judge, of that most fearless man Marcus Cato, Marcus Drusus, a tribune of the people, was slain in his own house. The people had never any reference made to them in the matter of his death, no investigation was voted by the Senate. What great grief was there, as we have heard from our forefathers in this city, when that attack was made by night on Publius Africanus, while sleeping in his own house! Who was there then who did not groan, who did not burn with indignation, that men should not have waited even for the natural and inevitable death of that man whom, if possible, all would have wished to be immortal ?
Was there, then, any extraordinary investigation into the death of Africanus6 voted ? Certainly none. Why so ? Because the crime of murder is not different when eminent men, or when obscure ones are slain. Let there be a difference between the dignity of the lives of the highest and lowest citizens. If their death be wrought by wickedness, that must be avenged by the same laws and punishments in either case; unless, indeed, he be more a parricide who murders a father of consular rank
B Literally, " this wholesome letter, as      bed without a wotmtf.   The cause and
well as that melancholy one "   The let-       manner  of His  death  were  unknown,
ter A was the " wholesome " letter, be-      some said it was natural; some, that he
ing the initial of absolvo, I acquit; the      had slain himself; some, that his wife
letter C the melancholy one, being the      Sempronia, the sister of Gracchus, had
initial of condemno, I condemn                  strangled him.   His slaves, it was said,
fl After the death of Tiberius Gracchus,      declared that some strangers had been
Fublius   JEmihanus   Africanus   Scipio,      introduced into the house at the back,
the conqueror of Carthage and Numan-      who had strangled him. and the trium-
tia,   was  known to  be  hostile to  the      vir Carbo is generally believed to have
agrarian law, and threw every obstacle      been the chief agent an his murder, and
in the way of it; his enemies gave out      ia expressly mentioned as the murderer
that he intended to abrogate it by force.      by Cicero, Ep, ad Q. Fr. ii. 3. One morning he was found dead in his II